Listening

Listening is the language skill which learners usually find the most difficult.
This often is because they feel under unnecessary pressure to understand every
word. To achieve the aims related to this skill, the teacher plays an important role
that is defined in the following steps.

V. Itis important to help pupils prepare for the listening task well before they
hear the text itself. First of all the teacher must ensure that the pupils
understand the language they need to complete the task and are fully aware of
exactly what is expected of them. Reassure the pupils that they do not need to
understand every word they hear.

Y. The next important step is to encourage pupils to anticipate what they are
going to hear. In everyday life, the situation, the speaker, and visual clues all
help us to decode oral messages. A way to make things a bit easier to the
pupils is to present the listening activity within the context of the topic of a
teaching unit. This in itself will help pupils to predict what the answers might
be. The teacher can help them further by asking questions and using the
illustrations to encourage pupils to guess the answers even before they hear
the text.

¥. During the listening the pupils should be able to concentrate on understanding
the message so make sure they are not trying to read, draw, and write at the
same time. Always give a second chance to listen to the text to provide a new
opportunity to those who were not able to do the task.

¢, Finally, when pupils have completed the activity, invite answers from the
whole class. Try not to put individual pupils under undue pressure. Rather
than confirming whether an answer is correct or not, play the cassette again
and allow pupils to listen again for confirmation. You may be given a variety
of answers, in which case list them all on the board and play the text again, so
that the class can listen and choose the correct one. Even if the pupils all
appear to have completed the task successfully, always encourage them to
listen to the text once more and check their answers for themselves.



